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Unitarian Universalists are committed to acting on important issues of social justice throughout
the world. Award-winning journalist Michelle Bates Deakin explores the actions of eleven
individuals and the impact their actions have had on their communities and their souls.
Compelling and inspiring, Social Action Heroes illuminates the potential for deep change
inherent in each of us, and in Unitarian Universalism as a whole.

About the AuthorMichelle Bates Deakin is an award-winning journalist and author of Gay
Marriage, Real Life: Ten Stories of Love and Family from Skinner House Books. Deakin's work
has been featured in regional and national media, including the Boston Globe, Boston Magazine
and UU World, Inc. Magazine, where she is senior editor. She lives in the Boston area with her
family. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Social justice—Religious aspects—Unitarian Universalist Association. 2. Unitarian Universalists
—Biography. I. Title.BX9856.D43 2012261.8092'889132—dc23[B]2011025389 To my
parents ContentsIntroductionRebuilding New OrleansCreating Community Farms in an African
VillageWelcoming Children Lost in Foster CareEnding TortureHelping Homeless Boys in
GuatemalaRevitalizing Struggling CitiesFighting for People with HIV/AIDSCreating a Greener,
Cleaner EarthBuilding Bridges Across RaceRebuilding a War-Torn WorldResurrecting a Story of
Holocaust HeroismHow to Get InvolvedIntroductionIt’s the first step that makes a difference.For
Paulie, it was renting a trailer. Janice quit her job. George booked a flight. Miranda didn’t leave,
even when she wanted to. Martha and Waitstill said yes. A group of children collected
crayons.Each were small steps. And all were righteous moments.If you are trying to find a way to
save the world—whether it’s the whole word or a small corner of it—it’s the first step that matters
most. And then the step after that one.This book profiles people who have made great strides in
social justice work. It’s easy to look at their accomplishments and imagine that they are
extraordinary people whose efforts can’t be matched. But each of these people is an ordinary
person who started with a simple idea. “People think human rights work has to be about the
extraordinary,” says Karen Tse, who founded an international nonprofit to end torture and ensure
due process rights for every citizen of the world. “But it’s really the ordinary daily grunt work that
ends up making a tremendous difference.”Few set out with a vision to found a nonprofit that will
change the lives of thousands of people. But many have been inspired to take simple steps that
lead toward great social justice work. Social change gains momentum with steady, consistent
action.Artemis Joukowsky’s social justice work was inspired by his grandparents, Rev. Waitstill
and Martha Sharp, who rescued hundreds of Jews, intellectuals, political leaders, artists, and
children from the Nazis during World War II. As stunning as their heroism was, Joukowsky hopes
their acts will inspire others, not overwhelm them or make them feel inferior and unable to match
the Sharps’ efforts. “Life is made of righteous moments, not grandiose moments,” Joukowsky
says. “The key part about my grandparents wasn’t just one big moment. They made thousands
of little choices that led up to the story that we now tell.”He tells his grandparents’ story as an
inspiration. And that is the intention of all the stories in this book. They showcase the worthwhile
work of people committed to changing the world. And they invite readers to examine their own
lives and ask what they can do. Once we understand the story of how one person creates



change, we begin to see where there is room in our own lives to take righteous steps.Each story
is about a Unitarian Universalist individual, family, or group engaged in compelling social justice
work. Some work within their own communities; others work across the world. Their stories,
however, are not meant just for Unitarian Universalists. They can inspire anyone with a passion
for justice, equity, and peace.The book focuses on Unitarian Universalists because engaging in
social justice work is, for many UUs, a compelling part of living their faith. Many feel morally
obligated to act against injustice. That’s how Paul Eisemann felt as he grew increasingly
frustrated waiting for a volunteer opportunity to help New Orleanians after the levees broke and
Hurricane Katrina flooded their city. “I was having a hard time reconciling my faith with inactivity,”
he said. What started as a one-time mission to help people rebuild there has grown for
Eisemann into a calling to train youth and adults in how to respond to disasters with building and
carpentry skills. He tells the volunteers he works with, “You get up in the morning, you brush your
teeth, and you help another human being. . . . This is what living your faith looks, smells, and
tastes like.”This book is intended for people interested in helping another human being without
promoting their own faith agenda. As a group, UUs are not known to proselytize. They promote
personal freedom, not personal faith.These stories cover a wide range of social justice topics,
from housing and hunger to environmentalism and anti-racism—although there are many other
areas of need. This collection tells about ordinary people doing extraordinary things—people
who have seen a need and felt called to fill it.Some attempt to elevate one type of social justice
work above another: service over charity, for example, or advocacy over service. However, there
is no hierarchy in helping others. The best kind of social justice work is the kind that you feel
called to do.Katharine Esty tried painting low-income housing to fulfill her itch for social action ,
but she was a strategic planner and consultant. Her painting skills were poor, and she didn’t
have positive feelings about what she could contribute with a paintbrush in her hand. She
needed to find a way to contribute her strengths. She helped found the Jericho Road Project, a
highly successful nonprofit organization affiliated with First Parish in Concord, Massachusetts,
that matches the skills of white-collar volunteers with nonprofits that need them.Dr. Howard
Thurman, a twentieth-century preacher and philosopher who was influenced by Mohandas
Gandhi and who in turn influenced Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., gave us words to inspire any
activist. Thurman believed in peaceful activism and in bringing all people together to worship
and to work for peace. He said, “Don’t ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what
makes you come alive and then go do that. Because what the world needs is people who have
come alive.”What makes you come alive? What is your first step?“This is what living your faith
looks, smells, and tastes like.”Rebuilding New OrleansPaul Eisemann watched New Orleans
flood on TV in his rent-controlled apartment in the Boerum Hill neighborhood of Brooklyn in
2005. He tried to ignore newspaper images of broken levees, ravaged houses, and thousands of
displaced families. But his eyes kept wandering back to pictures of the devastation that followed
Hurricane Katrina.“I remember seeing a twisted, snapped two-by-four and thinking, ‘I know how
to fix that. I’m a carpenter.’ I know how to fix a two-by-four. And if you put enough together, you



have a wall. And then a home,” says Eisemann, known as Paulie, a self-taught contractor who
makes his living restoring Brooklyn brownstones.
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is about a Unitarian Universalist individual, family, or group engaged in compelling social justice
work. Some work within their own communities; others work across the world. Their stories,
however, are not meant just for Unitarian Universalists. They can inspire anyone with a passion
for justice, equity, and peace.The book focuses on Unitarian Universalists because engaging in
social justice work is, for many UUs, a compelling part of living their faith. Many feel morally
obligated to act against injustice. That’s how Paul Eisemann felt as he grew increasingly
frustrated waiting for a volunteer opportunity to help New Orleanians after the levees broke and
Hurricane Katrina flooded their city. “I was having a hard time reconciling my faith with inactivity,”
he said. What started as a one-time mission to help people rebuild there has grown for
Eisemann into a calling to train youth and adults in how to respond to disasters with building and
carpentry skills. He tells the volunteers he works with, “You get up in the morning, you brush your
teeth, and you help another human being. . . . This is what living your faith looks, smells, and
tastes like.”This book is intended for people interested in helping another human being without
promoting their own faith agenda. As a group, UUs are not known to proselytize. They promote
personal freedom, not personal faith.These stories cover a wide range of social justice topics,
from housing and hunger to environmentalism and anti-racism—although there are many other
areas of need. This collection tells about ordinary people doing extraordinary things—people
who have seen a need and felt called to fill it.Some attempt to elevate one type of social justice
work above another: service over charity, for example, or advocacy over service. However, there
is no hierarchy in helping others. The best kind of social justice work is the kind that you feel
called to do.Katharine Esty tried painting low-income housing to fulfill her itch for social action ,
but she was a strategic planner and consultant. Her painting skills were poor, and she didn’t
have positive feelings about what she could contribute with a paintbrush in her hand. She
needed to find a way to contribute her strengths. She helped found the Jericho Road Project, a
highly successful nonprofit organization affiliated with First Parish in Concord, Massachusetts,
that matches the skills of white-collar volunteers with nonprofits that need them.Dr. Howard
Thurman, a twentieth-century preacher and philosopher who was influenced by Mohandas
Gandhi and who in turn influenced Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., gave us words to inspire any
activist. Thurman believed in peaceful activism and in bringing all people together to worship
and to work for peace. He said, “Don’t ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what
makes you come alive and then go do that. Because what the world needs is people who have
come alive.”What makes you come alive? What is your first step?“This is what living your faith
looks, smells, and tastes like.”Rebuilding New OrleansPaul Eisemann watched New Orleans
flood on TV in his rent-controlled apartment in the Boerum Hill neighborhood of Brooklyn in
2005. He tried to ignore newspaper images of broken levees, ravaged houses, and thousands of



displaced families. But his eyes kept wandering back to pictures of the devastation that followed
Hurricane Katrina.“I remember seeing a twisted, snapped two-by-four and thinking, ‘I know how
to fix that. I’m a carpenter.’ I know how to fix a two-by-four. And if you put enough together, you
have a wall. And then a home,” says Eisemann, known as Paulie, a self-taught contractor who
makes his living restoring Brooklyn brownstones.As he watched the waters engulf New Orleans,
images of another urban catastrophe from four years before washed over him. While working in
an office tower in midtown Manhattan, Paulie had stared down Sixth Avenue as the second
World Trade Center tower collapsed after the 9/11 attacks. He knew what it was like to watch a
city crumble. And he knew what it was like to feel a city recover. “I told myself, ‘I can’t sit this one
out,’ ” he says.He started calling volunteer organizations, asking what a skilled contractor could
do. But in the chaos that followed Katrina, he couldn’t get an answer. Paulie grew increasingly
restless and frustrated waiting for an opportunity. He heard people at his church, First Unitarian
Congregational Society in Brooklyn, wrestling with options that didn’t materialize. “I was having a
hard time reconciling my faith with inactivity,” he says. “To talk about organizing a task force to
explore the possibility of doing something—it’s just talking about talking.”Paulie stumbled upon a
contact at a New Orleans church who assured him that if he could get there, he’d find plenty of
work waiting for him. That was all the encouragement he needed. He put the word out that he
was looking for tools and books to take to New Orleans. Members of his church threw a pancake
breakfast to raise money, and tools and books piled up. On Palm Sunday 2006 Paulie loaded
them in a U-Haul trailer, hitched it to his fifteen-year-old Geo Prism, and drove south.Just two
hundred miles into his trip, he blew a tire, his car straining under the heavy load. Despite having
a trailer full of tools, Paulie didn’t have the right lug wrench to change a flat. He jerry-rigged a fix
and drove on. But the closer he got to New Orleans, the more he doubted his mission. One night
in Canton, Mississippi, he lay awake in a roadside motel, wondering, “Who do I think I am?” He
accused himself of having “middle-aged white-man syndrome” for thinking he could just drive
into a city and stick out a helping hand.But in the light of the next day, that’s what he did. Paulie
drove the remaining two hundred miles of his trip and arrived outside First UU Church of New
Orleans, where water had flooded the sanctuary, climbing four feet up the walls. The water
stewed in the late summer heat and humidity for three weeks, demolishing the floor, the pews,
two pianos, and the organ. Paulie surveyed the damage and felt a renewed sense of why he had
come. “I’m here,” he said. “Let’s start fixin’ shit.”Paulie stayed in New Orleans for three months on
that first trip. Since then, he’s been back fourteen times, rebuilding the church, fixing homes,
eating crayfish and shrimp, listening to jazz, and weaving himself into the city’s spirit of recovery.
He has trained hundreds of volunteers—adults and youth alike—in demolition and construction,
and he has arranged the delivery of tons of donated materials to the Crescent City. In the
process, Paulie has found himself to be more than a handyman or a contractor. He’s a
construction minister.“I’m walking with these folks,” Paulie says, his thick Brooklyn accent
ensuring that he will never be mistaken for a native New Orleanian. “I’ve stood with them, and
that will have a greater impact than making sawdust. I’ve used a lot of emotional caulk.” The New



York Times called Eisemann “the Brownstone Whisperer.” In a 2006 story, the newspaper
chronicled the contractor’s skill at listening to old houses and lovingly restoring them to their
former glory.New Orleanians, and the legions of volunteers who have come to rebuild the city,
just call him Paulie.Tall and wiry, Paulie keeps his brown hair cropped close and usually hidden
under a well-worn New York Mets baseball cap. The pockets of his blue work shirt and canvas
work pants are stuffed with the tools of his trade: a tape measure, a Sheetrock knife, a paint-can
opener, pencils, and Camel cigarettes.In April 2010 he has come to New Orleans for the
fifteenth time since Katrina to lead a group of volunteers. As much as Paulie enjoys the hands-on
work of building and repair, he’s found his true calling in training others to measure, hammer,
saw, and grout. “Anyone can do this stuff,” Paulie says. “It ain’t brain surgery.”He has led
hundreds of volunteers, from teens to older adults, in gutting homes in the working-class Lower
Ninth Ward of New Orleans, where waters from the broken levees left most of the neighborhood
uninhabitable. Even five years later, some homes still have holes in the roofs, chopped from the
inside by occupants trying to escape the rising waters. Paulie has led people in rebuilding the
destroyed homes of local residents who were denied coverage by their insurance companies.
And with thousands of hours of volunteer labor, he has helped rebuild the washed-out First UU
Church of New Orleans.“We’ve considered canonizing him,” says Jyaphia Christos-Rodgers, of
First Church. She wants to make him a saint to recognize his rebuilding work but also so they
can call his wife, Cynthia Reynolds Eisemann, “St. Pauli’s girl,” she says with a wink. Christos-
Rodgers hands out business cards that boast her unusual title, “Diva Chef.” A longtime member
of First Church, she has become cook and friend to the stream of volunteers who flow
through.As she describes how the volunteer energy has rebuilt the church, she lays out a
delicious spread of the food she prepares to sustain them: yam bisque, greens, deviled eggs,
roasted beets, and crawfish pasta. “We practice radical hospitality,” she says. “We welcome the
stranger as a friend.”Christos-Rodgers works alongside Quo Vadis Breaux, executive director of
the Center for Ethical Living and Social Justice Renewal, housed on the second floor of First
Church. It encompasses the volunteer center—a kitchen, rooms of bunk beds that can sleep up
to fifty people, and classrooms that host workshops for out-of-town volunteers to talk about race,
rebuilding, and culture. The Center for Ethical Living was created following Katrina by the three
UU churches in Greater New Orleans: First Church, Community Church Unitarian Universalist in
the city’s Lakeview neighborhood, and North Shore Unitarian Universalist Society, across Lake
Pontchartrain in LaCombe, Louisiana.The center is a nonprofit group governed by the three
churches and created to focus on the social justice needs of the greater New Orleans
community. The ground floor of the partially rebuilt church houses an affordable childcare center
and meeting space for community organizations. A large commercial kitchen is under
construction. Breaux’s hope is that the kitchen will be the new home of the New Orleans AIDS
Task Force. Prior to Katrina, that group delivered more than eight hundred meals a day to people
with HIV/AIDS. However, its kitchen was destroyed by the storm. Breaux is also in discussions
with the One World Everybody Eats Foundation about establishing a community kitchen within



the church. She hopes to call it the Welcome Home Café.Although the commercial kitchen is still
a work in progress, much of First Church has returned to life. Breaux points out the restored
stained-glass windows, a gift from the UU Church of Arlington, Virginia, and marvels at the
reopened sanctuary. Breaux is full of gratitude for the gifts from the volunteers who have rebuilt
the sanctuary and the volunteer center. She also marvels at Paulie’s inspiration to so many. As
she reviews evaluations from volunteers about their time working through the Center for Ethical
Living she finds that “almost to a person” people praise Paulie with “exclamation points.”
“Especially the youth groups,” Breaux says. “He instructs them, and he trusts them. Teens really
respond to that. It’s wonderful to see.”Paulie deflects praise to the volunteers who’ve done the
work. “Every inch of what’s been done here has been imbued with love,” he says.The post-storm
sanctuary smelled rotten. Receding floodwaters left a high-water mark four feet up the walls. The
pews were totaled. The floor was buckled and mangy, covered in mold, mud, and mildew. The
church’s insurance policy provided coverage for the building’s damaged roof but nothing for
either the structure or the contents of the sprawling building, which covers an entire city
block.Today, the rebuilt sanctuary gleams. Paulie conceived of a creative way to hide the
watermark on the tinted plaster walls. Recycling wood from the crumbling stage in the church’s
fellowship room, he built wainscoting around the perimeter of the sanctuary. It covers the line left
by the standing water and serves as a reminder of how high the water rose.From the vaulted
ceiling, forty-two panels of billowing white cloth form a canopy above the sanctuary. They also
hide areas where tiles were missing from even before the storm. Over the chancellery—what
was once called the altar in the building’s former life as an evangelical church—the cloth on the
ceiling is deep red.The building’s original stained-glass windows filter blue, green, and purple
light into the sanctuary and onto the room’s focal point: the newly laid floor. Rebuilding plans
originally called for a bamboo surface, but in 2008, Paulie got a line on sixty tons of free ceramic
tile. “Suddenly, the church leadership thought, ‘Yeah. Tile sounds good,’ ” Paulie says.Talking
with buddies and contacts in New York, Paulie had learned about tons of leftover flooring
material owned by Artistic Tile Co. Artistic had originally donated 120 tons of tile to the Women’s
Housing and Economic Development Corporation (WHEDco), a nonprofit that builds affordable
housing in the South Bronx. WHEDco used half of the materials, leaving 60 tons of high-end
discontinued tile sitting in a warehouse in Secaucus, New Jersey.With his friend John Cramer,
an energy-efficiency consultant, Paulie had been discussing how to get donated material down
to New Orleans. Cramer had learned of the tile and asked Paulie if he could find a home for it. In
a heartbeat, Paulie said yes. The bigger question remained, however: How to get sixty tons of
tile from New Jersey to New Orleans?The answer came in the form of another donation. Paulie
sits on the board of the TUUL-Belt Ministry. Created and run by his friend Rev. Scott Sammler-
Michael—the minister of the Accotink Unitarian Universalist Church in Burke, Virginia, and a
former electrician—the TUUL-Belt Ministry helps UUs who have construction experience to
respond rapidly to disasters in the United States.TUUL-Belt provided $3,000 for one shipment of
tile. And then Artistic volunteered to load and send two trucks of tile to New Orleans at no cost.



Paulie wheeled, dealed, emailed, and telephoned to arrange the logistics. “It was a really long
haul putting the details together, but big dreams cost the same as small ones, so dream big,” he
says.Fate continued to smile on Paulie around the tile deal. He had hoped to be in New Orleans
to see the tile delivered, but he couldn’t afford a flight or the time to drive down. As luck would
have it, an email from JetBlue airlines arrived in his inbox the day before the shipment, alerting
him that he had qualified for a free round-trip flight. So Paulie booked it and was standing in front
of First Church on the November day the truck pulled up with the tile. Watching the delivery
arrive, Paulie says, “was the most beautiful sight in the world.”One load of tile was deposited on
the sidewalk in front of First Church, and the remainder was unloaded at a former school—
rendered unusable by the storm—that became a tile warehouse. One of Paulie’s many phone
calls had been to Mary Fontenot, executive director of All Congregations Together (ACT) New
Orleans. ACT is dedicated to getting New Orleans homeowners back in their houses. It
distributed the tile to local families. So did Lowernine.org, a group dedicated to rebuilding homes
in the devastated Lower Ninth Ward. (Paulie was never a frequent committee member in the
past, but he has found himself sitting on the boards of both ACT and Lowernine.org, in addition
to the TUUL-Belt Ministry.) Homeowners across New Orleans have laid donated Artistic Tile in
their kitchens and bathrooms.The tile at First Church presented a job of a different scale. How
does a church lay tons of donated tile of all different shapes and colors in its 3,500-square-foot
sanctuary? The answer came in the form of Marcie Brennan, a New Orleans shipfitter, who
spent six months designing the layout, cutting tile, and working on her hands and knees to lay it.
Blue tile in the center aisle is accented by a fleur de lis, the New Orleans motif. Grey tile covers
the bulk of the floor, with white squares comprising the chancellery floor.But Brennan’s pièce de
résistance was in putting together a 2,000-square-foot walking labyrinth in the back of the
sanctuary. Alone and in groups, church members and visitors come and go from the sanctuary,
slowly, quietly walking the tile at a meditative pace. One tile nearest the church’s front door is
signed simply, “Anew 2009. Marcie Brennan.” A group of UUs from Boston has come to New
Orleans in April 2010 to volunteer and attend Jazz Fest. Paulie patiently leads them through the
how-tos of laying baseboard in the hallway of the church’s offices and in grouting the chancellery
tile.The Boston crew includes Rev. Kim Crawford Harvie, senior minister of the Arlington Street
Church, who has been leading volunteers from her congregation to New Orleans annually.
Church member and architect Susie Nacco and her wife and children have come too. Nacco and
Paulie have worked together for years to provide skilled volunteer labor and experience to
rebuild the church. They gather at the home of Claudia Barker, a member of First UU and chair
of the Greater New Orleans Unitarian Universalists Rebuilding and Revitalization campaign.
Barker cherishes the lifelong ties she has made with volunteers, people she didn’t even know
before the storm. Barker’s husband is the godfather of Nacco’s youngest daughter. The children
sprint though the Barkers’ backyard, as Harvie, Nacco, and the Boston volunteers reconnect
with Paulie and the local crew, making plans for volunteer work in the Lower Ninth Ward and
Jazz Fest.The finished areas of the church look professionally done, although they’ve been



mostly completed with volunteer labor. “I try to get the same standard out of volunteers that I
would out of myself,” says Paulie, even though the volunteers don’t work at the same speed as a
professional crew.Paulie says he has been transformed by watching New Orleanians receive the
gifts of volunteer work. He has watched people stoically endure the loss of homes, the frustration
of confronting the bureaucracy of insurance companies and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the death of pets. But the generosity of strangers, Paulie says, makes
people cry.“People ask me what my stake is in all this,” says Paulie. “My stake is in humanity. I
always try to be clear that I’m here to be in service to the city. My spirit is being fulfilled in ways
that I couldn’t buy.”His New Orleans trips have meant a lot of separation between Paulie and his
wife and son. Cynthia has joined him on occasion. However, she has a career in New York
working with a specialty food trade association. His son, Luke, was fifteen when Paulie started
making his trips to the Gulf, and would sometimes complain that Dad was gone too much. But
Luke made some trips to New Orleans too.“If it weren’t for Cindy and Luke supporting the work
that I do, I couldn’t be doing it,” says Paulie. “I give them credit for work that I do because they’re
part of my support team. They both understand this as part of what we do as members of our
church and as members of the UU movement.” He can’t resist adding, “Sitting on your ass ain’t
movement.”His son is now enrolled in college, studying acting at New York University. It’s a field
Paulie admires. Before his Gulf Coast trips, Paulie dabbled in a part-time acting career. And his
conversations still have a flair for the dramatic. At any opportunity, he slips into an Irish brogue, a
guttural German accent, or a stern Russian.Paulie’s native tongue, however, is baseball. He’s a
lifelong Mets fan. His cell-phone voice mail message ends with a year-round cheer of “Let’s go,
Mets!” He seems to have every team clothing item a Mets fan could have. Cleaning up after a
day of construction means slipping on a Mets T-shirt. If it’s cold, he dons a Mets jacket and sips
coffee from a Mets cup. And his favorite way to unwind in New Orleans during baseball season is
to head to the ballpark. He’s a regular at Zephyr Field, home of the New Orleans Zephyrs, the
Triple-A affiliate of the Florida Marlins.Paulie hadn’t planned on becoming a Zephyrs fan—or on
making fifteen trips to the Gulf Coast. He planned that first trip and never thought about coming
back. But as he prepared to leave, people asked him when he would return. “So many people
here are like family. I guess I’ve known them all my life, but I just met them four years ago,” Paulie
says. “There’s a love that grows out of shared experience—the trauma of the loss and the
resilience and hope of rebuilding. You become a part of it.”At the end of a day of grouting, Paulie
sits on the porch of “the palace,” a rambling shotgun home in the Garden District, smoking a
Camel and drinking an Abita beer. The house belongs to First Church member Max Oeschger,
who always has a room for Paulie when he’s in New Orleans. A breeze carries a faint smell of oil
in from the Gulf of Mexico. A week ago, an offshore British Petroleum platform blew up,
spreading oil and a new catastrophe across the Gulf Coast states.Paulie is thinking about Haiti,
where a January earthquake leveled Port-au-Prince, killing more than 230,000 people and
leaving more than a million homeless. He feels called to go and help them rebuild, and he’s
thinking of taking a crew of New Orleanians with him. Paulie knows the trauma of seeing another



city devastated would be too severe for some Katrina survivors. But for others, he says, it would
be the “completion of the circle of aid they have received.”It’s different from after Katrina, when
Paulie blindly called charitable organizations, looking for a way to help. Now he has his own
network of rebuilders: Scott Sammler-Michael of the TUUL-Belt Ministry; Suzie Nacco, the
Boston architect; John Cramer, who helped him with the donated tile. They’re all talking, and
they know they will find a way to get to Haiti together and begin rebuilding there. Back in
Brooklyn, Paulie is getting restless whispering to Brownstones. He feels compelled to whisper to
volunteers who are rebuilding broken lives.One of his prized possessions is the quilt stitched for
him by the youth group of the First Parish UU Church in Needham, Massachusetts, that hangs
over his living room couch. Each square of the quilt thanks Paulie for what he’s taught the teens
about construction and love and service: “Your commitment to helping people is inspirational.”
“Paulie, you are the man.” “You are a gift to the universe.” And for Paulie the Mets fan, one square
says succinctly, “Yankees suck.”As Paulie hammers with volunteers, he preaches too, exhaling
words of advice and inspiration. “You get up in the morning, you brush your teeth, and you help
another human being,” he tells them. Another day he says, “This is what living your faith looks,
smells, and tastes like.” Pushing grout around with a trowel, he says, “UUs are guided by
freedom, reason, tolerance, and love. Being guided by those things, how do I find a way to give
of myself that makes other human beings’ lives better?”Ideally, he’d like to find a way to make a
living helping volunteers with the physical labor of reconstruction, work that leads to a spiritual
transformation. It’s a calling that’s getting louder for Paulie, who has been forever changed by
what he has given to New Orleans. “My spirit is being fulfilled in a way that I couldn’t buy. We
came here to teach, and we were educated. We came here to feed, and we were nourished. We
were the recipients of what we thought we were giving. As you give, you are fulfilled.”



S. M. Meckley, “Book. Arrived very quickly. I belong to a UU Fellowship and am on their social
action committee.  This book is great for us to see what others have been doing.”

Mary Bowman-kruhm, “Excellent book for those interested in social action.. Whether UU or
simply interested in how average citizens can do good deeds that help others, this book is
interesting and a good read. Each chapter is well written and takes the reader into the world of
the "hero" and the passion that led them to get involved. I have recommended this book to
everyone in my church's Social & Environmental Action Committee.”

The book by Michelle Bates Deakin has a rating of 5 out of 5.0. 2 people have provided
feedback.
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